Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time, June 20, 2021

Blessing of Pets, this Sunday, June 20 at 4:00 pm, in
the courtyard below the bell tower. Bring your pet
for this unique family celebration. Distancing and
masking requirements remain in effect.
Sunday, June 27, 2 - 4 pm. Sign up your team for
an afternoon of adventure as you race together,
travelling throughout the city to different check
points and completing exciting tasks!
This event is completely free and fun for all ages!
What you need: assemble a team (family,
friends, cohort), make sure you have a vehicle to
travel in, register your team name (on our
website, saintjoseph.ca, “Upcoming Events”, or
Facebook), pick a color, and get ready for a fun
afternoon!
Are you, or do you know, someone who
•Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?
Has a child over the age of seven who has not
been baptized?
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not
celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and
Eucharist?
We offer an opportunity to come together in a
small group to learn more about our faith.
Sessions focus on the teachings and experience
of Church and prepare individuals to celebrate
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist during the Easter season. There are
separate sessions for children or youth. You are
welcome to participate in the process with your
questions, your insights and your faith story in a
warm accepting setting. For information, please
contact the Parish office or Allan Forsberg, at
780-532-2351, or email: sjc-church@gpcsd.ca.

Please note: Masks are mandatory upon entering
St. Joseph Church building. Our capacity
restrictions are 30% of fire code (400 people).
However, we have only increased our attendance
to 250 and are assessing how we can accommodate
more, while still observing physical distancing.
Sign up for Masses begins 2 business days prior to
the Mass. Sign up through the parish office or on
our website.
Sundays: In person Masses are 8 am, 10 am,
12 noon and 7 pm.
Weekday Masses: Monday, Wednesday & Friday at
12:15 pm. Tuesday & Thursday at 7:00 pm
Reconciliation: Fridays, from 1:00 - 2:00 pm. No preregistration. Or, call the parish office and book an
appointment with one of our priests.
Parish office hours: Monday to Friday, 8:30 am noon & 1:00 - 5:00 pm.
Religious Gift Shop/Library: Closed June24 for summer
Prayer Chain Requests: Confidentiality assured.
Contact Alyeska, stjosephprayers@gmail.com or
call the parish office.
House & car blessings: Please call the parish office.
Parish Financial Information
Joanne Chiasson Ext. 227 sjc-finance@gpcsd
Donation options: Envelopes
PAP (Personally Approved Payments), monthly
automatic withdrawal from your bank account
Credit Card monthly donation
Online donation through our website
E-transfer: email to sjc.etransfer@gmail.com

St. Joseph Church

SACRAMENTS

Grande Prairie, AB
Beatriz Fernandez

sjc-sacraments@gpcsd.ca
Parent preparation for infant baptism has changed
due to Covid-19 restrictions: For information check
saintjoseph.ca/sacraments/baptism/ or call Beatriz at
the parish office, ext. 228.
Please remember in your prayers all the children
being confirmed this month, and their families. We
pray that the Holy Spirit will revitalize their faith
helping them to grow in wisdom and knowledge of
our loving Father.
Mass Intentions for June 21 - 25
(  Signifies a Mass for someone deceased)
Mon. 21: Anne Long
Tues. 22:  Doug DesBarres
Wed. 23:  Winnie Gayton
Thurs. 24:  Katalin & Tamas Schlemmer
Fri. 25: Henriette & Tracey Romancewicz

GrACE is a partnership of stakeholders resolutely
committed to Catholic education within the province
of Alberta. The mission of GrACE is to inspire,
invigorate and embolden the spirit of Catholic
education in order to unite, engage, educate and
communicate with one voice on its behalf.
Did you know that Catholic schools welcome all faiths
and backgrounds? Alberta Catholic Schools Trustees
Association Enrollment Data Report 2019-2020

Sunday Readings
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Gift of Peace
Job 38:1 - 4, 8 - 11. The Lord’s speech to Job
2 Cor. 5:14 - 17. The ministry of reconciliation
Mark 4:35 - 41. The mission of the Twelve
Key passage: …[Jesus] said to the sea, “Peace! Be
still! Then the wind ceased and there was a dead
calm. He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have
you still no faith?”. Mark 4:39 - 40
Question: When has God calmed the stormy seas of
your life?
Reprinted with permission from Heritage of Faith, by Jo McClure Rotunno. Copyright ©2004; all rights
reserved. Published by Twenty-Third Publications, New London, CT 06355.

Please pray for
The sick, especially
Larry Crook
Debbie Robinson
Wade Kaczkielo
Kevin Bradley
Dorothy Campbell, sisters of Betty Ann Thomson
Joanne LaRocque, sister of Betty Ann Thomson
Bob Smiley, cousin of Jean Hamel
Susan Moran, daughter of Helen Zan
Robert Schaefer, brother of Helen Walker
The deceased, especially
Denise Jakel
Jean Van Tryp, mother of Joanne Adair

Archbishop Gerry declared a Year of St. Joseph in
our Archdiocese, which began on the feast of St.
Joseph, March 19, 2021, and will end on March 19,
2022. The diocesan office has created a number of
ways to honour St. Joseph. Prayer cards are available
at the parish office. The Archbishop encourages
families and individuals to make a pilgrimage in the
next year to each of the 3 churches in the
Archdiocese dedicated to St. Joseph: Grande Prairie,
Spirit River and John D’Or Prairie.
Pilgrimage Passports are also available at the parish
office. Details concerning the pilgrimage, and more,
can be found on the diocese website, archgm.ca/year
-of-st-joseph, or call 780-532-9766.

The Chabot Family are planning to do the St. Joseph
Pilgrimage, July 1 - 4, 2021.
July 1st: 12:15 pm Mass, St. Joseph, GP, travel to High
Level and stay in a campground.
July 2, St. Joseph, John D'or Prairie, Mass TBA
July 3: Travel to Spirit River. Mass at 7 pm. Camp
July 4: Arrive back in GP (time unknown)
Contact Hervey, 780-228-2199, or email:
herveychabot@gmail.com,

Sermon Snippets previously on our sign in front
of the church:

Never underestimate the power
of a good example.

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saintjoseph.ca blog post June 8
Parish Pastoral Council’s Essay Contest is based on the
parish theme “Grace & Courage: united through
prayer and loving service”.
Second Place – Rochelle Beekman
The Hope of a Saviour
The past year, the entire world has experienced
difficulty like never before. We have lived in constant
stress and uncertainty. As Christians, we have
experienced a different kind of tragedy and difficulty.
Whether we attended church for the fellowship, the
message, or getting out of the house once per week, it
has been taken away. Many churches in Canada have
returned to a version of in person services but my
church, for instance, has chosen to stick with zoom
services to protect our elderly population. It becomes
disheartening and, believe it or not, I miss sitting on
the hard church benches. No matter how difficult, we
are still able to worship, even if only through zoom,
and I have learned many lessons through this period
of adjustment. For that I am thankful.
Every Sunday my church has the prayers of the
people. One person reads a prayer with different intentions, and we all reply “Lord, hear our prayer” or a
similar response after the intention is read. I used to
really dislike that part of the service. We would all
kneel on old benches, and I would try to bow my head
and close my eyes, but usually my nose would start
running, so I ended up trying not to sniffle, but really I
needed to blow my nose. It is also a very lengthy
prayer, so I would usually get distracted and end up
feeling guilty. Now, I miss being able to kneel and
pray as a church community. We still do the prayer on
zoom, but it’s just not the same. There is something
about the reverence of kneeling in a church, and
hearing the synchronized responses. By missing the
fulfillment I got from the prayers at church, I was
pushed to grow in my personal prayer life. I used to
pray by repeating the prayer I have memorized since I
was a child, not really connecting with God. Over
lockdown I read a devotional on prayer. The
devotional taught me the PRAY acronym, which I have
used for my nightly prayers every day since: Praise,
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Repent, Ask, Yield. Yielding is probably the most
difficult step for me. I sit in silence waiting for God to
speak to me. Sometimes there is nothing, sometimes
I feel urged to read my bible. It all depends on the
day. My church still unites us in prayer every Sunday
through the prayers of the people, but now I have
learned how to pray on my own as well.
Before the lock down my cousin told me how much
fun he was having volunteering at the local soup
kitchen. I was so intrigued, but the coronavirus came
before I had the chance to reach out to my local soup
kitchen. Soon after schools were shut down and I
was over the moon. Volunteering isn’t necessarily
the first thing that came to mind, but I did look at the
website eventually. To my dismay, the soup kitchen
was not accepting new volunteers over the pandemic
to avoid spread of the virus. I must admit I was
disappointed, so I asked God how I could start being
of service in my community. I soon learned that
service isn't always a fancy gesture; it can be as simple as holding the door for someone. I made that my
new resolution. Every day at school I do an act of
service. Whether I say hello to someone in the
hallway or hold a door, these small acts people often
smile. Over the pandemic, sometimes that’s all
people need.
I am sure we have all seen many different reactions to
the virus, the lockdowns, and our government, but I
believe as Christians we are called to have a different
reaction. Jesus demonstrated love for us by dying on
the cross. Thanks to his courageous sacrifice, and his
grace, we can be saved. I am able to be kind and
loving over the pandemic because whenever I need it
I am able to talk to the God in control of it all. He is
always listening. When I come upon people who are
very angry, or maybe lacking in grace and love, I
simply remember that they don’t have the same hope
I have: the hope of a saviour.

