
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 5, 2021 

Family & Children Ministry Position Available 
We are looking for an enthusiastic, practicing  
Catholic who has strong leadership, organizational 
and administrative skills and interacts well with  
people of all ages.  This individual will coordinate 
and continue to develop an existing ministry to  
families and young children grade 5 and younger. 
This will include coordinating a team of  
volunteers that will foster spiritual growth and 
catechetical development among our children and 
respond to the social needs of the families and 
children in our parish and our local Catholic 
schools.  Some training and experience in work 
with younger children an asset.   
Salary commensurate with qualifications and  
experience.  Complete job description available on 
the parish website or from the office.   
Resumes accepted until September 24. 2021 at  
5:00 pm or until position is filled.   
Submit resume, with 3 references (including a  
reference from current parish priest if you are not 
from St. Joseph Parish) to Father Remi Hebert, 
C.Ss.R., RemiHebert@gpcsd.ca 

PLEASE NOTE: Parish Office closed  
Labour Day, Monday, September 6. 
 
St. Joseph Refugee Committee 
Our Archdiocese and St. Joseph Parish Refugee  
Committee are joining forces with a young Somali 
couple in a co-sponsorship agreement to sponsor the 
wife’s family, including mom and dad and 4 young 
adult siblings.  They have been living for a number of 
years in Uganda.  The family will be sponsored for 
one year as per Canadian government regulations.  
The bulk of the sponsorship costs have been raised 
by the young couple who live in GP. 
We are seeking the support of anyone who is  
interested in helping newcomers in getting  
established in Grande Prairie.  We are accepting gift 
cards of any amount for stores such as Canadian Tire, 
Walmart, Bed Bath and Beyond and Superstore or 
Safeway.  Any such assistance you can offer will help 
us maximize our budget.  Please contact the parish  
office, 780-532-2351, or the Archdiocesan office,  
780-532-9766, if you wish to contribute to this cause.  
We appreciate any help you are able to give. 
 
2021 Donation Envelopes are available from the  
parish office.  Drop by during office hours to pick 
yours up, or call us, 780-532-2351. 

Parish Financial Information  
Joanne Chiasson Ext. 227 sjc-finance@gpcsd  
Donation options: Envelopes 
PAP (Personally Approved Payments), monthly  
automatic withdrawal from your bank account  
Credit Card monthly donation 
Online donation through our website 
E-transfer: email to sjc.etransfer@gmail.com 

On FORMED this week: Network of Freedom  
Set in France at the beginning of World War II, 
this inspiring film narrates the heroic work of  
Sister Helene Studler, the Daughter of Charity 
who saved the lives of thousands of French  
refugees by preventing them from becoming  
prisoners of the Nazi forces, or freeing those who 
were captured.  Among those she saved were 
many illustrious characters including the future 
Prime Minister of France, François de Mitterrand.  
Sign up for FORMED on our website: 
saintjoseph.ca 



St. Joseph Church                                                 Grande Prairie, AB 

Through the waters of Baptism we welcome into 
our family of faith Uchechi Akuneme, Shaden  
Pangan, Haille Montesclaros, John-Calvin Camacho, 
Samantha Ragojo, Zylur Belmonte, Alliyah Alcos,  
William Westerson, Declan Shofner, Lucas Score,  
Parker & Emilia Lofstrom, Lennon Metz, Oliver & 
Richard Prince and Matthew Lemay.  We pray that 
their journey with our Lord will be filled with joy. 
 
Parents are required to complete a Baptism course 
for each of their children.  For information check 
saintjoseph.ca/sacraments/baptism/ or call Beatriz at 
the parish office, ext. 228. 

Are you, or do you know, someone who 

•Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 

Has a child over the age of seven who has not been 
baptized? 
Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not  
celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and  
Eucharist? 
We offer an opportunity to come together in a small 
group to learn more about our faith.  Sessions focus 
on the teachings and experience of Church and  
prepare individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the  
Easter season.  There are separate sessions for  
children or youth.  You are welcome to participate in 
the process with your questions, your insights and 
your faith story in a warm accepting setting.   
Contact Allan, ext 224, at the parish office. 

Please pray for  
The sick, especially Agatha Vavrek 
Carmen Mann, daughter of Debbie Reed 
Domingo Berondo Rogelio Delos Reyes Sr. 
The deceased, especially  Jerry Dwyer  
Kelly Esporas, sister-in-law of Virginia Tang 
Harold Lamostre, brother of Harvey lamostre 
Alma Pereira, mother of Perlie Pereir 

Mass Intentions for September 6 - 11 
(  Signifies a Mass for someone deceased) 

Mon. 6, 12:15 pm:  Alice Sempowich   

Tues. 7, 7 pm:  Ilona Pradzinski 
Wed. 8, 12:15 pm:  Tom Sumalinog 
7 pm:  Ken Kamieniecki 

Thurs. 9, 7 pm:  Kylie Bain 

Fri. 10, 12:15 pm:  Margaret Crittal  
Sat. 11, 9 am:  Souls in Purgatory 

Sunday Readings 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time: Rich in faith 
Isaiah 35:4 - 7.  Israel’s deliverance 
James 2:1 - 5.  Against favouritism 
Mark 7:31 - 37. Healing of a deaf-mute. 
Key passage: Listen, my beloved brothers and  
sisters.  Has not God chosen the poor in the world to 
be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that He 
has promised to those who love Him?  James 2:5 
Question: When has your faith in Jesus enabled you to 
speak out on an issue of importance? 
  Reprinted with permission from Heritage of Faith, by Jo McClure Rotunno. Copyright ©2004; all rights 
reserved. Published by Twenty-Third Publications, New London, CT 06355. 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Beatriz Fernandez ext 228  sjc-sacraments@gpcsd.ca 

GrACE is a partnership of 
stakeholders resolutely  
committed to Catholic  
education within the  

province of Alberta.  The mission of GrACE is to  
inspire, invigorate and embolden the spirit of Catholic  
education in order to unite, engage, educate and  
communicate with one voice on its behalf.   
Did you know that Alberta Catholic ratepayers  
represent approximately one quarter of Alberta’s tax  
revenue base and contribute to the funding of  
Catholic schools through their property, income and 
other taxes? Alberta Catholic Schools Trustees Association En-

rollment Data Report 2019-2020 

ADULT FORMATION 
Allan Forsberg  ext. 224  sjc-ocia@gpcsd.ca 

 
Urgent! 
Liturgy of the Word with  
Children Leaders & Helpers needed.  
Volunteer screening is necessary.   
Contact the parish office, 780-532-2351 



Parish Blog, August, 24, 2021 

Brokenness 
Recently, I felt the need to reinvigorate my prayer life, 
do something different, and change it up. Prayer had 
become dull, uninspiring, and predictable just when I 
needed it most. Like many in these days of political 
strife, social media rants, and pandemic exhaustion I 
find myself falling into spiritual desolation. So, I joined 
the Fr. Mike Schmitz led, “Bible in a Year” podcast. 
What an amazing ride!! 
As Fr. Mike has mentioned many times, right from the 
beginning of the book of Genesis what we see are  
broken people. God interacts with people who lie, 
cheat, murder and deceive others, even in their own 
family! It is not a pretty picture. 
Yet, God never gives up on them. The story of Jacob is 
a case in point. As a young man, Jacob deceives his 
father, Isaac, and steals his brother’s birthright and 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                September 5. 2021 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri, 8:30 am - noon, 1 - 5 pm   
 

Regular Mass Schedule 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday         12:15 pm  
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday   7:00 pm 
Saturday    9:00 am 
 

Sunday Masses 
Saturday evening                          7:00 pm  
Sunday morning  9:00 & 11:00 am 
 

Confessions: Saturday evenings, 5:30 - 6:30 pm, or 
by appointment (call the parish office) 
Devotions to our Mother of Perpetual Help at  
Wednesday Masses. 
 

Baptism for Infants & Young Children:  
saintjoseph.ca/sacraments/baptism/ or contact  
Beatriz at the Parish Office (even prior to the birth of 
your child) about Baptism Preparation for parents. 
Marriage: Couples wishing to be married in a  
Catholic Church must begin preparation at least 8 
months prior to their wedding date.  Call Allan, ext. 
224, or email sjc-marriage@gpcsd.ca 

Religious Gift Shop/Library: Call the parish office. 
 

Prayer Chain Requests: Confidentiality assured. stjo-
sephprayers@gmail.com, or call the parish office 
El Shaddai Prayer Group: Sundays, 3:30 - 6 pm 
Contact Irene, 780-380-9540. 

blessing. He flees for his life in fear of his brother, 
Esau, and goes to his uncle, Laban. Laban, in turn,  
deceives Jacob into marrying the wrong sister and so 
it goes. Both men cheat and deceive each other for 
over twenty years.  
Finally, a fearful Jacob goes to reconcile with Esau. 
That night he encounters God. After wrestling with a 
“stranger” throughout the night, Jacob is finally over-
come when his opponent injures his hip and leaves 
him with a permanent limp. After asking Jacob his 
name, the stranger tells him, “Your name shall no 
more be called Jacob, but Israel… for you have striven 
with God and with men, and have prevailed.” He  
refuses to tell Jacob his own name, but blesses him 
instead — and, Pope Francis says, “Jacob understands 
he has encountered God ‘face-to-face’. Quoting from 
the Catechism, he further explains that “the spiritual 
tradition of the Church has retained the symbol of 
prayer as a battle of faith and as the triumph of  
perseverance.”* 
In the end, God blesses Jacob. Jacob’s family become 
God’s chosen people! God leads them to Egypt in the 
famine, and delivers them back to the Promised Land 
after centuries of slavery to the Egyptians. God does 
not abandon them.  
This story is good news for us today. God has not 
abandoned us. We still have to live with the  
consequences of sin – our own sin and those of  
others. However, God is always there, though we may 
not know it. We will have to wrestle with God and we 
may bear the scar, as Jacob did. In the end, if we  
persist in our prayer life, speaking to Him and  
listening for His whisper, God will show up. How that 
happens is a mystery; we may have to wait, we may 
not recognize Him when he comes, and we may not 
get exactly what we asked for. But, we will get  
something better: an encounter with God.  
Don’t give up on your prayer. Change it up. Fr. Mike’s 
podcast has become the most popular podcast on  
Apple’s podcast app. Check it out if you need a boost 
and want to finally read the whole Bible. It may take 
longer than a year (I think it may take me two years), 
but the time will come and go even if I do nothing. I 
think I would rather wrestle with God! 

 

*Reference: https://catholicoutlook.org/pope-at-

audience-wrestling-with-god-a-metaphor-for-prayer/ 




